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Of the evil angels the characters are more diversified.
To Satan, as Addison observes, such sentiments are given
as suit * the most exalted and most depraved being/ Milton
has been censured by Clarke, for the impiety which some-
5times breaks from Satan's mouth; for there are thoughts,
as he justly remarks, which no observation of character can
justify, because no good man would willingly permit them
to pass, however transiently, through his own mind. To
make Satan speak as a rebel, without any such expression
10 as might taint the reader's imagination, was indeed one of
the great difficulties in Milton's undertaking; and I cannot
but think that he has extricated himself with great happiness.
There is in Satan's speeches little that can give pain to a
pious ear. The language of rebellion cannot be the same
15 with that of obedience.   The malignity of Satan foams in
haughtiness and obstinacy; but his expressions are commonly
general, and no otherwise offensive than as they are wicked.
The other chiefs of the celestial rebellion are very ju-
diciously discriminated in the first and second books; and
20 the ferocious character of Moloch appears, both in the battle
and the council, with exact consistency.
To Adam and to Eve are given, during their innocence,
such sentiments as innocence can generate and utter. Their
love is pure benevolence and mutual veneration; their re-
25 pasts are without luxury, and their diligence without toil.
Their addresses to their Maker have little more than the
voice of admiration and gratitude. Fruition left them nothing
to ask; and innocence left them nothing to fear.
But with guilt enter distrust and discord, mutual accu-
josation, and stubborn self-defence; they regard each other
with alienated minds, and dread their Creator as the avenger
of their transgression. At last they seek shelter in His
mercy, soften to repentance, and rnelt in supplication. Both